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1.1.1. General information on Ukraine
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National flag


	National emblem
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State:
 



the Republic of Ukraine

Geographic location:


East Europe

Area:




603,700 km2
Capital:




Kyiv

Political system:



Parliamentary Presidential Unitary Republic

Population:




46,900,000 (as per data of 2006) 

Average population density:

80 people /km2
Nationalities:



Ukrainians (73%), Russians (23.5%), others 






(3.5%)

Religions:




Christianity

Currency:




Ukrainian hryvnya (UAH)

Official language:



Ukrainian

Time zone:




GMT+2 hours

When compared with other European states Ukraine is a large country by its area and population. Its area makes up over 600,000 square kilometres, i.e. 5.7% Europe’s territory. By its area Ukraine is larger than France (544,000 km2), Spain (505,000 km2), Germany (357,000 km2) and Poland (313,000 km2).

Ukraine has both land and maritime frontiers; the whole length of its borders makes up 7,590 km. The land frontier is 5,361 km long and maritime – 1,959 km. Ukraine borders on the Russian Federation (2,063 km) in the east, Byelorussia (975 km) in the north and in the west – Poland (542.5km), Slovakia (98 km), Hungary (135 km), Romania (608 km) and Moldova (1194 km). An access to Central and West European states is secured through 2,590 km long border.

The territory of Ukraine is low-lying for the most part, 95% of the country are plains, 5% - mountains (the Carpathians and Crimean Mountains). Geopolitical location of Ukraine is characterized by oriental and occidental cultural impacts.
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Source: http://uk.wikipedia.org 

Administrative and territorial system

Ukraine is divided into 24 oblasts (regions), 2 cities of a special status and 1 Autonomous Republic. The oblasts’ sizes are different and range from 939,000 (Chernivetska oblast) to 5,000,000 inhabitants (Donetska oblast). Besides oblasts there are cities with a special status and their own civil government bodies, i.e. the cities of Kyiv and Sevastopol.
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Source: http://uk.wikipedia.org
	Oblast/Republic/City
	Centre
	Area, km2
	Population (thousand inhabitants)
	Inhabitants/km2

	
	
	
	
	

	Vinnytska
	Vinnytsia
	26500
	1862
	70,3

	Volynska
	Lutsk
	20200
	1072
	53,1

	Dnipropetrovska
	Dnipropetrovsk
	31900
	3700
	116,0

	Donetska
	Donetsk
	26500
	5008
	189,0

	Zhytomyrska
	Zhytomyr
	29900
	1462
	48,9

	Zakarpatska
	Uzhhorod
	12800
	1289
	100,7

	Zaporizka
	Zaporizzhia
	27200
	2024
	74,4

	Ivano-Frankivska
	Invano-Frankivsk
	13900
	1460
	105,0

	Kyivska (without Kyiv)
	Kyiv
	28400
	1865
	65,7

	Kirovohradska
	Kirovohrad
	24600
	1184
	48,1

	Luhanska
	Luhansk
	26700
	2706
	101,3

	Lvivska
	Lviv
	21800
	2800
	128,4

	Mykolaivska
	Mykolaiv
	24600
	1184
	48,1

	Odeska
	Odesa
	33300
	2567
	77,1

	Poltavska
	Poltava
	28800
	1695
	58,8

	Rivnenska
	Rivne
	20100
	1200
	59,7

	Sumska
	Sumy
	23800
	1384
	58,2

	Ternopilska
	Ternopil
	13800
	1169
	84,7

	Kharkivska
	Kharkiv
	31400
	3170
	101,0

	Khersonska
	Kherson
	28500
	1247
	43,7

	Khmelnitska
	Khmelnitski
	20600
	1486
	72,1

	Cherkaska
	Cherkasy
	20900
	1464
	70,0

	Chernivetska
	Chernivtsi
	8100
	939
	115,9

	Chernihivska
	Chernihiv
	30200
	1320
	26,6

	Republic of Crimea
	Simferopol
	2700
	2200
	81,5

	Kyiv
	
	827
	2600
	3144,0

	Sevastopol
	
	864
	390
	451,4


Population

According to the data fixed at the beginning of 2006 about 46,900,000 people live in Ukraine that accounts for 7.3% population of Europe and 1% world population. By population Ukraine takes up the fifth position in Europe after Germany, Italy, United Kingdom and France. The negative depopulation tendency still holds true for Ukraine (about 400,000 annually), mainly due to the natural factor – mortality exceeds the birth rate. 

People mostly (68%) live in urban areas, which number 500 towns and cities. One tenth of the urban areas numbers over 100,000 inhabitants. Population of five cities exceeds one million inhabitants each – Kyiv, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Odesa and Donetsk. Population of Lviv city is close to one million. 

The average population density makes up 80 inhabitants per 1 km2. However, there are substantial regional differences: number of urban population on the right bank of Dnipro (the Right-bank Ukraine) is twice less than on the left bank (the Left-Bank Ukraine). The most populated is Donetska oblast (189 inhabitants per 1 km2, the least – Chernihivska oblast (26.6 inhabitants per 1 km2).

Ukrainians constitute majority (73%) of population prevailing in all regions of Ukraine except for Crimea. Ukrainians average 95% population in Volynska, Cherkaska, Poltavska, Vinnytska, Chernihivska and Ternopilska oblasts. There are 13 million people of other nationalities living in Ukraine mostly represented by Russians (11 million), Jews, Byelorussians, Moldavians, Bulgarians, Hungarians, Romanians, Greeks, Armenians, Romas, Germans, Slovaks and others. A considerable part of Ukrainians resides abroad, i.e. in the Former Soviet Union region – about 7 million, in the states of Europe, America and Australia – about 5 million. The major Ukrainian Diasporas live in the USA, Canada and Argentina. 

Transport system

Transport stands at the interface between production and service spheres. It creates no material values but secures ferriage of goods and people developing communications between businesses, industries and regions. Sometimes it is called the “circulatory system of the economy” as it is a prerequisite for an economy functioning.

There are such types of transportations developed in Ukraine as rail, motor, pipeline, sea, river and air transports. According to ferriage environment they are grouped into overland, water and air transports. Each of them has its own attributes. All these transport types connected into transport networks (roads) and traffic centres, where exchange of goods and people takes place, form the transport system of Ukraine.

Motor transport network

Motor transport carries out transportations of various goods and passengers mainly to long and short distances. The whole length of motor roads makes up 169,000 km in Ukraine and almost all of them have hard surface. Prevalence of flat relief favours relevantly even development of motorways on the whole territory of Ukraine. 

The most important motorways are Kyiv - Zhytomyr - Rivne - Lviv - Uzhhorod; Kyiv - Poltava - Kharkiv; Kyiv - Uman - Odesa; Kharkiv - Zaporizzhia - Simferopol. Ukraine yields to many European states in the length of motorways. The quality of roads and service centres is low too that creates problems for integration of the Ukrainian transport networks into all-European networks. 

Big traffic centres are Kyiv, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zaporizzhia, Uman and Lviv. The role of motor transport grows in transportations to long distances and international communications. The main outlets from Ukraine are motorways from Kovel, Lviv, Uzhhorod, Chernivtsi, Odesa, Ismail, Mariupol, Kharkiv, Sumy, Hluhovo and Chernihiv.
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Source: http://uk.wikipedia.org
Rail transport 

Rail transport takes the first position by turnover of goods and passengers among all transportations in Ukraine. It plays an essential role both in national and international communications to long distances. The length of railways makes up 22,500 km in Ukraine and almost 2/5 of them are electrified. The average density of railways accounts for 37 km of railway tracks per 1000 sq. km territory. The highest railway density rate is in Donbas, Prydniprovya and West Ukraine. 

There are Lviv, South West, Odesa, Prydniprovska and Donetska railway administrations functioning in Ukraine. All of them carry out considerable volumes of domestic, export and import transportations, and high capacity railway centres have been formed in Lviv railways working for the states of Central and Western Europe (Lviv, Kovel and Chop). The Ukrainian railways conventionally carry out transit transportations of goods from Russia to the Black Sea ports and to European countries. The line Khutir Myhaylivskiy - Kyiv - Lviv - Chop is highly important for international passenger transportations from Moscow to Czechia, Slovakia, Hungary and the Balkan states.
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Source: http://uk.wikipedia.org
Ratings of the State

Leading international rating agencies ranked Ukraine as “BB” in long-term liabilities as well as “B” in short-term ratings owing to low national state debt and relatively strong position of external liquidity as well as due to the factor that in spite of the complex political situation in the state and vigorous rise in energy prices the economy develops more rapidly than it was expected. Moody's agency improved its forecast for medium-term and long-term liabilities of Ukraine in national and foreign currency with “B1” rating having changed it from “Stable” to “Positive” on the 10 of November 2006.

	Rating Agency
	Liabilities in foreign currency
	Liabilities in national currency
	Forecast
	Date of ranking 

/ confirmation of the rating

	
	Long-term liabilities
	Short-term liabilities
	Long-term liabilities
	Short-term liabilities
	
	

	“Fitch Ratings” (Fitch)
	BВ-
	B
	BВ-
	В
	Positive
	21.01.05 – rating improved

25.10.06 – change of the forecast

	"Standard and Poor's” (S&P)
	BВ-
	B
	BВ
	B
	Stable
	11.05.05

30.08.06 – rating improved

	“Rating and Investment Information” (R&I)
	BB-
	-
	-
	-
	Stable
	16.01.07 – rating improved

	“Moody's”
	В1
	-
	В1
	-
	Positive
	10.11.03

28. 03.06 – the latest confirmation 10.11.06 – change of the forecast


Source: the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Tento projekt je spolufinancovaný Európskou úniou


This Project is co-financed by the European Union
Цей проект співфінансується Європейським Союзом

